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Bylaws of the 
Washington & Lee School of Law 

Student Bar Association 
Adopted November 3, 2003 

Last Amended March 14, 2018 
 
All defined terms set forth in the in the Student Bar Association Constitution are hereby 
incorporated herein by reference with the same meaning and effect as though fully defined. 
 
BYLAW 1. Student Organization Recognition 
Section 1.01 Summary 

Official Student Organizations at Washington and Lee University School of Law may 
be classified as recognized Student Organizations. Recognition shall be granted by the 
Student Bar Association (the “SBA”) according the proceedings and requirements 
outlined in the SBA Constitution and Bylaws. Only recognized Student Organizations 
may be funded by the SBA and possibly the Washington and Lee University Executive 
Committee (the “EC”). 

Section 1.02 New Student Organization Recognition Period 
A. A new Student Organization may apply for recognition in Spring semester during a 

period of time (the “recognition period”) designated by the SBA Leadership. 
B. Said recognition period shall conclude prior to or on March 31st. 

Section 1.03 New Student Organization Recognition Requirements 
A. A new Student Organization’s request for recognition shall specify: 

1. The nature of the organization. 
2. A mission statement. 
3. The number of members currently involved. 
4. The names of officers. 
5. Any staff or faculty advisors. 
6. Any restriction on membership in the organization. 
7. The nature of the organization’s benefit to the Washington and Lee University 

and/or the Lexington community. 
8. Any significant overlap with any other student organization.  
9. Signatures of all founding officers. 
10. Any of the following, if applicable: the organization’s Constitution, Bylaws, a 

proposed event calendar for the following academic year, and/or any other 
information deemed relevant to by the organization’s officers. 

B. A new Student Organization’s request for recognition shall be submitted by a deadline 
determined by the SBA Leadership. Any request submitted past this deadline will not 
be considered.  

C. Upon reviewing a new Student Organization’s request for recognition, the President 
of the SBA may require the requester(s) to provide governing documents, to elaborate 
on certain answers provided, or answer clarifying questions. 

Section 1.04 New Student Organization Recognition Request Meeting 
After the submission deadline for recognition requests has passed, the President of 
the SBA will convene a new Student Organization recognition request meeting (the 
“recognition request meeting”). 

A. The recognition request meeting will be a closed meeting. 
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B. The President of the SBA will preside over the recognition request meeting. 
C. During the recognition request meeting, each of the following procedures must occur: 

1. All officers and representatives of the SBA must be present. 
2. Each new Student Organization recognition request will be reviewed and 

discussed. Every officer and representative of the SBA will be given the 
opportunity to express their views on each recognition request. 

3. After every officer and representative of the SBA has had the opportunity to 
be heard, each officer and representative of the SBA will cast a vote either for 
or against recognition for each new Student Organization’s recognition 
request. Each officer and representative of the SBA may only cast one vote. 

4. After the votes have been cast for each new Student Organization’s recognition 
request, the President of the SBA will notify the recognition requester(s) of the 
outcome of the votes for their individual requests. 

D. During this meeting, the SBA may request that the recognition requester(s) be 
available to answer any questions or clarify any points, either in-person or via phone 
call. New Student Organization requester(s) may be asked to attend a portion of the 
meeting to present more information on their recognition request and answer any 
questions of the SBA Leadership. In this situation, the President of the SBA will notify 
the requester(s) prior to the recognition request meeting and the logistics of the 
presentation will be arranged. 

Section 1.05 New Student Organization Recognition Request Voting Procedures 
A. The President of the SBA will preside over the voting procedures. 
B. Every officer and representative of the SBA has only one vote for each new Student 

Organization’s recognition request. 
C. All recognition request voting will be blind. 
D. The SBA Secretary will collect and account for all of the recognition request votes. 
E. If any officer or representative of the SBA is also a founding officer of a new Student 

Organization requesting recognition, said officer or representative may not vote in the 
recognition request of the new organization of which they are a founding officer. 

F. The Secretary of the SBA will record the outcome of each recognition request vote. 
The way each officer and representative of the SBA voted will not be disclosed. 

G. If the new Student Organization receives a simple majority of votes for recognition 
from all officers and representatives of the SBA, the recognition request is granted. 
The Student Organization will be officially recognized by the SBA for the following 
academic year.  

H. If the new Student Organization does not receive a simple majority of votes for 
recognition from the officers and representatives of the SBA, the recognition request 
is denied. 

I. In the event of a tie vote, the President shall cast an additional vote to break the tie.  
J. The SBA Leadership reserves the exclusive power to grant or deny all new Student 

Organization recognition requests. 
K. All recognition request decisions of the SBA Leadership are final and not subject to 

appeal. Denial of a recognition request does not prohibit that Student Organization 
from seeking recognition in the following academic year. 

Section 1.06 Revocation of Recognition 
A. The SBA Leadership reserves the power to revoke the recognition of a Student 

Organization at any time by a simple majority vote of all officers and representatives 
of the SBA. In the event of a tie vote, the President shall cast an additional vote to 
break the tie. 
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B. Causes for revocation may include, but are not limited to, the following: 
1. Misuse of SBA or EC funds; 
2. Failure to comply with the policies and procedures of the Washington and Lee 

University and the School of Law; 
3. Conduct unbecoming of a Washington and Lee University School of Law 

Student Organization; or  
4. The organization has failed to register their organization with the SBA and 

make a budget request in two (2) successive years. 
C. If a Student Organization’s recognition is revoked, all of that organization’s SBA 

funding will be reabsorbed by the SBA Executive Board and the President or 
Treasurer of the SBA may ask the Business Office to close the organization’s account. 

D. If a Student Organization’s recognition is revoked, all of that organization’s EC 
funding will be reabsorbed back into the Student Body Working Reserve and the EC 
Vice President may ask the Business Office to close the organization’s account, 
provided the Office of Student Activities does not recognize the organization. 

E. If a Student Organization’s recognition is revoked, that Student Organization may 
apply for recognition in the following academic year. 

Section 1.07 Funding Request 
A. Once recognition of a new Student Organization has been granted, the new Student 

Organization may request an initial funding allocation from the SBA Budget 
Committee in the following academic year. 

 
BYLAW 2. Registering Existing Student Organizations 
Section 2.01 Summary 

Recognized Student Organizations at Washington and Lee University School of Law 
must annually register their organization with the SBA in order to be active the 
following academic year and to receive funding from either the SBA or the EC. 

Section 2.02 Registration Requirements 
A. A Student Organization’s request for recognition shall specify: 

1. The nature of the organization. 
2. A mission statement. 
3. Any staff or faculty advisors. 
4. The number of members currently involved. 
5. The names and contact information of the officers. 
6. Any of the following, if applicable: the organization’s Constitution, Bylaws, a 

proposed event calendar for the following academic year, and/or any other 
information deemed relevant to by the organization’s officers. 

Section 2.03 Registration Period 
A. The President of the SBA will determine the registration requirements, registration 

period, and the deadline for registration. 
B. The President of the SBA will notify all Student Organization leaders of the 

registration requirements, the registration period, and the deadline for registration. 
C. Should any Student Organization fail to register by the designated deadline, that 

Student Organization may not be an active organization for the following academic 
year. 
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BYLAW 3. SBA Policy on Funding Student Organizations 
Section 3.01 Procedures 

A. All Student Organizations must be recognized and registered by the SBA in order to 
receive funding consideration by the SBA Budget Committee. No organization shall 
receive funding in the semester in which they were recognized. 

B. The SBA Budget Committee shall be comprised of all SBA officers and representatives 
and shall be governed according to SBA meeting procedures. 

C. The Chair of the Budget Committee shall be the SBA Treasurer. 
D. The SBA Budget Committee shall hold a meeting on Student Organization funding 

and budget requests (the “SBA Budget Committee meeting”) for all Student 
Organization leaders no later than two (2) weeks prior to the last day of Spring classes. 

E. Each Student Organization seeking a regular SBA allocation must attend the SBA 
Budget Committee meeting. Failure of any Student Organization to attend this 
meeting may result in a denial of SBA funding for the following academic year and 
possibly EC funding. 

F. During the SBA Budget Committee meeting, the SBA Budget Committee will instruct 
the Student Organization leaders on the SBA and EC funding policies and on how to 
make a budget request for the following academic year.  

G. The SBA Budget Committee will determine a deadline on which all Student 
Organization budget requests shall be due. The SBA Budget Committee will notify 
the Student Organization leaders of this deadline in a timely manner.  

H. In order to receive funding in the following academic year, each Student Organization 
must submit their budget request by the deadline designated by the SBA Budget 
Committee. Failure to submit a budget request by this deadline may result in a denial 
of SBA funding for the following academic year and possibly EC funding. 

I. All Student Organization budget requests must provide the following information: 
1. The organization’s anticipated activities for the following academic year and 

corresponding costs; 
2. The Student Organization’s EC and SBA allocation at the beginning of the 

year; 
3. Any unspent funds at the end of the year; 
4. The student body’s participation in any activities sponsored by the 

organization; and 
5. The description of any independent fundraising activities. 

J. The Budget Committee members may query the Student Organization leaders as to 
the nature of their requested allocation. 

Section 3.02 Budget Committee Allocations 
A. The following shall be considered in awarding allocations to student organizations. 

This list shall not be considered exhaustive of all criteria used by the SBA Budget 
Committee to award allocations. 

1. Number of law students in the organization. 
2. How the group will benefit the entire law school student body. 
3. The selection process of members and officers. 
4. The existence of any other student organizations with similar purposes. 
5. The current activity level of the organization. 
6. The previous activity level of the organization. 
7. The extent of fundraising carried on independent of the SBA budget process. 
8. The remaining, unspent funds in the Student Organization’s allocation from 

the SBA and EC at the end of the academic year. 
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9. Benefit of planned activities to the Washington and Lee community at large. 
10. Benefit of planned activities to the Lexington community at large. 
11. Organization of the budget proposal according to SBA Budget Committee 

guidelines. 
12. Co-Sponsorship, if any, with other student organizations. 
13. The extent the Student Organization complies with SBA and EC budgetary 

rules. 
B. By a simple majority vote of the SBA Leadership, the SBA Leadership may revoke 

any allocation or portion thereof to any organization for non-compliance with the SBA 
Constitution and Bylaws or EC regulations. In the event of a tie vote, the President 
shall cast an additional vote to break the tie.  

C. By a simple majority vote of the SBA Leadership, the SBA Treasurer may revoke any 
allocation or portion thereof to any organization for misuse of, or failure to expend, 
allocated funds. In the event of a tie vote, the President shall cast an additional vote 
to break the tie.  

Section 3.03 Specific SBA Allocations 
The SBA Leadership may make specific allocations to previously recognized 
organizations on a per event basis. All such requests must be placed on the agenda in 
accordance with Art. 5, Sect. 02(B) of the SBA Constitution. 

Section 3.04 Specific Budgetary Prohibitions 
A. The EC budgetary guidelines and restrictions are hereby incorporated by reference. 
B. No allocation shall be made for the following: 

1. Any activity or expenditure the SBA Leadership does not consider open to the 
entire Law School student body, with the exception of activities and 
expenditures for class-specific events and Student Organization Leadership 
meetings. 

i. In the event that any Student Organization activity or expenditure 
appears to be excessive, the SBA Leadership may, by a simple majority 
vote, refuse to approve the allocation. 

2. Student Organization reimbursements or disbursements that are not a receipt, 
contract, or invoice. 

3. Lodging for participants at any event located within 100 miles of Lexington. 
Specific event exceptions to this prohibition may be approved by a 2/3 vote of 
the SBA Leadership. 

4. Any salary or honorarium associated with being a member or officer of any 
group or organization that is allocated funds by the SBA. 

5. The SBA shall not pay any compensation to officers or representatives for 
services rendered to the SBA, except that officers and representatives may be 
reimbursed for expenses incurred in the normal performance of their duties to 
the SBA. 

Section 3.05 Reimbursements 
A. Itemized receipts and proof of payment are required in order to document all expenses 

under this section. Receipts on expenditures for which an allocation was made must 
be given to the SBA Treasurer within two (2) weeks of the expenditure or the last day 
of the term, whichever is sooner. 

B. The SBA Treasurer shall make available reimbursement forms and facilitate the 
processing of reimbursements by the Business Office. 

C. After submitting a reimbursement form and required documentation to the SBA 
Treasurer, the SBA Treasurer must process the reimbursement within two (2) weeks, 
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provided the reimbursement form and documentation are completed accurately. 
D. Failure to comply with any section of this Bylaw may result in the disallowing of any 

expenditure, at the discretion of the SBA Treasurer. 
Section 3.06 Disbursements 

A. Contracts or invoices are required to document all expenses under this section. 
B. Contracts or invoices on expenditures for which an allocation needs to be made must 

be given to SBA Treasurer at least two (2) weeks prior to the date that the 
disbursement is needed. 

C. The SBA Treasurer shall make available disbursement forms and facilitate the 
processing of disbursements by the Business Office. 

D. Failure to comply with any section of this Bylaw may result, at the discretion of the 
SBA Treasurer, in the disallowing of any expenditure. 

 
BYLAW 4. SBA Committees 
Section 4.01 SBA’s Authority over Committees 

The SBA officers and representatives shall have the power to create, oversee, and 
dissolve Committees of the SBA in accordance with the SBA Constitution. Unless 
otherwise established by the SBA Constitution or these Bylaws, the SBA President 
shall, subject to advice and consent of the SBA Leadership, appoint the members and 
Chairpersons of all such Committees. 

Section 4.02 Standing SBA Committees 
The following Committees shall be adopted: 

A. Budget Committee 
1. Members: All voting officers and representatives of the SBA. 
2. Chair: The SBA Treasurer. 
3. Purpose: To make recommendations to the SBA regarding allocation of funds. 

The Committee shall make its recommendations based upon criteria 
established by the SBA Leadership and set out in these Bylaws. 

B. Election Committee 
1. Members: An odd number of SBA officers or representatives, not prohibited 

from participation by Art. 4, Sect. 07(A), shall be appointed by the general 
consent of the SBA Leadership. 

2. Chair: The SBA Secretary shall serve as Election Commissioner unless so 
prohibited by Art. 4, Sect. 07(A). 

3. Purpose: To facilitate the smooth operation of all elections and ballot 
initiatives, and ensure compliance with all campaign and election regulations 
of the SBA and Student Elections Commission. 

C. Community Service Committee 
1. Members: At least three (3) officers or representatives of the SBA will be 

selected by the SBA President with the advice and consent of the SBA 
Leadership. Every effort shall be made to ensure members of every class are 
represented. 

2. Chair: To be selected by the SBA Leadership. The Chair shall be responsible 
for scheduling all meetings of the Committee and making reports to the SBA 
Leadership when requested. 

3. Purpose: To coordinate community service activities among the student body. 
The Committee shall: 

i. Document the level of community service by students and organizations 
for the purpose of recognizing group and individual services performed 
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and establishing a standard for law students to aspire to. 
ii. Publicize community service opportunities available to the Law School 

student body. 
iii. Plan and organize community service projects, recruitment events, and 

orientation service projects on behalf of the SBA Leadership. 
D. Wellness Committee 

1. Members: The 1L President and two (2) officers or representatives of the SBA 
to be selected by the SBA President, with the advice and consent of the SBA 
Leadership. Every effort shall be made to ensure members of every class are 
represented. 

2. Chair: The 1L President. 
3. Purpose: To promote the wellness and mental health of the student body. 

E. SBA Friendship Committee 
1. Members: All voting officers of the SBA. 
2. Co-Chairs: The SBA Secretary & 2L President. 
3. Purpose: The Friendship Committee shall promote SBA bonding and other 

silly juvenile notions of a fair and just world. 
Section 4.03 Committees Supported by the SBA 

The following Committee shall be supported by the SBA: 
A. Deans’ Advisory Committee 

1. Members: The SBA Leadership. 
2. Chair: The Associate Dean for Law Student Affairs. 
3. Purpose: The Deans’ Advisory Committee shall serve as a liaison between the 

administration and students, and as a vehicle for conveying information 
between the two groups efficiently and effectively. 

 
BYLAW 5. American Bar Association Representative 
Section 5.01 

Pursuant to the authority granted by the American Bar Association (the “ABA”) Law 
Students Division’s National Bylaws, the ABA representative shall be elected in 
accordance with the requirements set forth in the SBA Constitution. The ABA 
representative shall be an ex officio and non-voting member of the SBA. Pursuant to 
the other duties promulgated by the ABA, the ABA representative shall represent the 
law school at ABA meetings, as well as serve as liaison between the SBA and the 
national ABA. 

 
BYLAW 6. List of Organizations 
Section 6.01 

All SBA Student Organizations shall maintain, with the SBA Secretary, a mission 
and purpose statement for their organization and an updated list of presiding and 
fiduciary officers. If applicable, an organization shall also provide a current copy of its 
Constitution and Bylaws. 

 
BYLAW 7. SBA Meetings 
Section 7.01 

No organization which receives an SBA allocation shall hold any meeting or event in 
conflict with any regularly scheduled meeting of the SBA. Repeated failure to comply 
with this provision may result in revocation of funds. 
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BYLAW 8. Voting by Proxy 
Section 8.01 SBA Business 

Unless prohibited by these Bylaws, every officer and representative entitled to vote at 
an SBA Leadership meeting may authorize the SBA President or other person 
presiding thereat to act for such member by proxy on one or more specific items. Every 
proxy shall specifically direct the action to be taken by its holder. Every proxy shall 
be signed by the member officer. Every proxy may be revocable at the pleasure of the 
officer or representative exercising it prior to the casting of the vote, except as 
otherwise provided in these Bylaws. The absent SBA officer or representative, on 
whose behalf the proxy is made, shall for the purpose of establishing quorum, be 
considered as in attendance only for the purpose of that officer or representative’s 
specific proxy. Except in accordance with this rule, no officer shall authorize another 
person or persons to act for such member by proxy. 

 
BYLAW 9. Fiscal Year 
Section 9.01 

The fiscal year of the association shall begin on August 1 and end on July 31. 
 
BYLAW 10. SBA Campaign Procedures 
Sections 10.01 SBA Election Committee 

A. The SBA Election Committee will schedule a timeline of election events and deadlines 
for the duration of the election period. This timeline must include, but is not limited 
to, a candidate information session, a deadline for submitting petitions for candidacy, 
the period of time over which campaigning may occur, a candidate forum for speeches, 
an election day, a tentative runoff election day, and any other candidacy 
requirements. 

B. The SBA Election Committee shall notify the Law School student body in a timely 
manner of the requirements for candidacy, the election schedule, and all of the 
available SBA positions. 

Section 10.02 Candidates  
A. All candidates for any office provided for by the SBA Constitution shall comply with 

all applicable Constitutional requirements and these Bylaws. 
B. Candidates are expected to act in an honorable manner. Candidates will be afforded 

every benefit of the doubt but are nonetheless held to the highest standards of 
Washington and Lee University School of Law. 

C. The SBA Election Committee will not tolerate any personal attacks on other 
Candidates or any slanderous campaigns. 

Section 10.03 Candidate Requirements 
A. Candidates must attend the candidate information session unless permission to miss 

the session is sought from the Election Commissioner and granted. 
B. Failure to attend the candidate information session without being granted an excused 

absence by the Election Commissioner may render a candidate ineligible to run for 
office. 

C. Candidates may not begin campaigning until the campaign period designated by the 
SBA Election Committee begins. 

D. Candidates must prepare and deliver an election speech. Speeches will be given at a 
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candidate forum during a time and date designated by the SBA Election Committee.  
Section 10.04 Campaigning Limits 

A. No student shall compel or force support for any Candidate through the use of any 
organization or agreement.   

B. On the day of any election, no one—either the Candidate or another student—shall 
campaign to individuals who are currently in the process of casting ballots.   

C. No Candidate or Candidate’s supporter shall campaign during class time or in a 
classroom just before class begins. No Candidate or Candidate’s supporter shall 
distribute campaign materials or make mass campaign announcements in classrooms. 

Section 10.05 Electronic Media Campaigning 
A. During the entire electoral process, Candidates must comply with the Washington 

and Lee University and School of Law computing, network, and email use policies. 
B. All electronic media campaigning rules apply to both Candidates and Candidate’s 

supporters. 
C. Candidates are limited to one Campus Notice for the entire campaign period.  
D. Candidates may contact students via emailing, calling, texting, instant messaging, or 

social media posting. Campaign messages sent through electronic media may only be 
sent to students who the Candidate knows personally. 

E. Candidates may make social media postings on their personal accounts regarding 
campaigns but may not post messages soliciting votes in any social media group 
connected to, or sponsored by, the Law School. 

Section 10.06 Poster Campaigning 
A. Candidates are each limited to fifteen posters. The maximum size of poster is 8.5” x 

11”. No additional posters may be used in a runoff campaign. 
B. During the entire electoral process, Candidates must comply with the Washington 

and Lee University and School of Law posting policies. 
C. Posters failing to comply with the Washington and Lee University or School of Law 

posting policies will be subject to removal. Candidates will not be given permission to 
increase the limit on their campaign budget in order to replace posters that were 
removed because they were violative of a posting policy. 

D. Only Candidates may post posters on their own behalf; supporters may not post 
posters supporting Candidates. 

E. All campaign material must be removed within twenty-four (24) hours after voting is 
completed. 

Section 10.07 Campaign Finance 
A. Candidates are constrained to a campaign budget of $30.00 for the duration of the 

electoral process, this includes any runoff campaigns. 
B. Candidates may distribute buttons, stickers, campaign-themed apparel, flyers, 

platforms, and any other similarly-themed materials.  
C. Candidates must retain all receipts in the event the Election Commissioner should 

request an audit to be conducted by the SBA Treasurer. 
Section 10.08 Voting: Elections and Runoff Elections 

A. For SBA Class Representative elections, all enrolled members of a Candidate’s class 
are eligible to vote.  

B. For SBA Executive Board elections, all enrolled members of the Law School, including 
the 3L students, are eligible to vote.  

C. Each student may only vote once in each round of the election for which they are 
eligible to vote. 

D. Should the sum of votes for one Candidate constitute a simple majority of all votes 
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cast, that Candidate will be declared the winner.   
E. If no majority is attained in the first round of voting, the following runoff procedures 

will occur: 
1. If there are 5 or more Candidates for the undecided office, the top three vote-

earners among them will become the Candidates for the runoff. 
2. If there are 3 or more Candidates for the undecided office, the top two vote-

earners among them will become the Candidates for the runoff. 
3. If the first runoff is indecisive, the top two vote-earners among them will 

become the Candidates for a second and final runoff. 
F. The SBA Election Committee will announce the official election results to the student 

body via email following the conclusion of elections. 
Section 10.09 Campaign Rule Violations: Filing a Complaint 

A. During the entire electoral process, Candidates must comply with all policies and 
procedures of Washington and Lee University and School of Law. Violation of any 
University or School of Law policy or procedure is grounds for removal from candidacy. 

B. During the entire electoral process, Candidates must comply with all rules and 
regulations in the SBA Constitution and Bylaws. Violation of any rules and 
regulations in the SBA Constitution and Bylaws is grounds for removal from 
candidacy. 

C. All Candidates are expected to conduct themselves and their campaign in an ethical 
manner, and hold themselves to the highest standards of honor, professionalism, and 
integrity. Any Candidate engaged in conduct unbecoming of a Washington and Lee 
University School of Law student may be removed from candidacy. 

D. Any student who believes that a Candidate is in violation of the campaign rules and 
regulations may file a complaint with the Election Commissioner.   

E. Complaints must be filed via email within the following timeframe: 
1. The beginning of the campaign period and concluding at the end of the second 

(2) day following the final round of voting. 
F. Complaints must specify the Candidate or Candidates involved, and the campaign 

rule or rules believed to be violated. Within 24 hours of filing, the Election Committee 
will review the complaint and determine whether an investigation is warranted. 

Section 10.10 Campaign Rule Violations: Investigations 
A. If the Election Committee determines an investigation is not necessary, the 

Complainant will be notified and no further action on the matter will be pursued. 
B. If the Election Committee determines an investigation is necessary before the 

conclusion of the voting period, voting will be suspended pending the investigation. 
C. If the Election Committee deems an investigation necessary following the conclusion 

of voting, it will announce that the validity of the results is in dispute.  
D. If the Election Committee determines an investigation is necessary, it will contact the 

Complainant and Respondent immediately, and inform them that an investigation 
has commenced. The Respondent will be informed of the general nature of the 
complaint. 

E. The Complainant must submit a statement to the Election Commissioner, no more 
than a thousand words in length, detailing the alleged violations and offer specific 
evidence of their claims. The Complainant’s statement must be submitted within 
twenty-four (24) hours of being notified of the commencement of an investigation by 
the Election Committee. After reviewing the Complainant’s statement, the Election 
Committee will forward the Complainant’s statement to the Respondent.  

F. The Respondent may submit a reply, no more than a thousand words in length, to the 



 11 

Election Commissioner responding to the allegations of the Complainant’s statement. 
The Respondent’s reply must be submitted within twenty-four (24) hours of receiving 
the Complainant’s statement from the Election Committee. 

G. The Election Committee will review the statement, reply, and any evidence.  The 
Election Committee has the discretion to either make a decision based on the 
submitted statement, reply, and evidence, or investigate further, calling witnesses as 
needed. 

H. When the Election Committee is unanimously satisfied that it has determined, clearly 
and convincingly, whether a violation of the campaign rules has occurred, it will 
inform the Complainant and Respondent of its ruling. 

I. The Election Committee has the authority to remove Candidates from contention 
should they be clearly and convincingly found to be in violation of the electoral rules 
and guidelines outlined herewith. 

J. Any decision of the Election Committee is final and not subject to appeal. 
Section 10.11 Enforcement 

A. The Election Committee is the sole administrator and arbitrator of the SBA elections. 
B. The SBA Leadership may amend or alter the election rules and regulations at any 

time for clarification or necessity. 
 
BYLAW 11. Posting Guidelines 
Section 11.01 Restrictions and Requirements for All Posters Posted at the Law 
School 

A. All posters must be posted in compliance with these Bylaws and the Washington and 
Lee University and School of Law posting policies. 

B. No more than fifteen (15) posters may be posted for any event. 
C. Posters shall be event specific and must include the event time, date, and location, as 

well as the sponsoring Student Organization, group, or person. 
D. Posters shall be posted for a maximum duration of twenty-eight (28) days. 
E. Posters may only be posted in areas designated by the Washington and Lee University 

and School of Law posting policies. 
F. Posters sponsored by both recognized Law School Student Organizations and students 

are subject to these Bylaws and the Washington and Lee University and School of 
Law posting policies. 

G. Posters must be removed and recycled within twenty-four (24) hours after the event 
for which it advertises has concluded. 

H. Any posters that are potentially misleading or do not serve a legitimate purpose will 
be subject to removal. 

I. All posters posted by Student Organizations should reflect Washington and Lee 
University School of Law’s values of honor and civility. 

J. Posters posted in violation of these Bylaws or the Washington and Lee University and 
School of Law posting policies will be removed. Violations may be reported to the SBA 
Leadership or the Office of Law Student Affairs. 

 
BYLAW 12. SBA Policy on Student Organization and Student Sponsored Events  
Section 12.01 Event Policies and Procedures 

A. Events sponsored by any Student Organization or student must be planned and 
executed in accordance with all policies and procedures of the SBA Constitution and 
Bylaws, the SBA Leadership, the Office of Law Student Affairs, the Office of General 
Counsel, and the Washington and Lee University and School of Law. 
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B. Failure to comply with any policies and procedures of the SBA Constitution and 
Bylaws, the SBA Leadership, the Office of Law Student Affairs, and the Washington 
and Lee University and School of Law may result in the withdrawal or refusal of event 
approval by the SBA President. 

Section 12.02 Event Planning Requirements and Restrictions 
A. Events sponsored by any Student Organization or student must be approved by the 

SBA President and the Office of Law Student Affairs. 
B. The Student Organization or student sponsoring the event must submit an event form 

for approval to the SBA President at least two (2) weeks prior to the date the event is 
supposed to take place. Failure to turn in an event form by this deadline may result 
in a refusal of event approval by the SBA President. 

C. Once the event is approved by the SBA President, the SBA President must timely 
submit the event form to the Office of Law Student Affairs for final approval. 

D. If the event is to take place on the Washington and Lee University undergraduate 
campus, additional event planning procedures unique to the undergraduate campus 
may be required. 

E. The Student Organization or student sponsoring the event may not advertise for the 
event until they have received approval from both the SBA President and the Office 
of Law Student Affairs. 

 
BYLAW 13. Student Organization Leadership Transition 
Section 13.01 Leadership Transition Deadline 

A. The SBA Leadership must set a deadline by which all recognized Student 
Organizations must transition their leadership for the following academic year. This 
deadline must occur no later than three (3) weeks prior to the last day of Spring 
classes. 

B. The SBA President will notify the current Student Organization leaders of the 
leadership transition deadline. This notification must occur at a date that allows for 
a reasonable length of time for all Student Organizations to conduct their leadership 
transitions prior to the leadership transition deadline. 

C. All Student Organization leaders must submit the names of all of the officers that will 
lead their Student Organization during the following academic year to the SBA 
President. The names of the new Student Organization leaders must be submitted to 
the SBA President by the leadership transition deadline. 
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History of these Bylaws 
 
These Bylaws were unanimously adopted in session by the officers and representatives of 
the Student Bar Association of the 2003–2004 academic year on November 03, 2003. All 
modifications following the 2003 adoption are recorded below: 
 

1. These Bylaws were amended by majority vote of the Student Bar Association of the 
2003–2004 academic year on January 13, 2004. 

2. Bylaws 1 through 13 were amended or adopted by majority vote of the Student Bar 
Association of the 2003–2004 academic year on March 14, 2018. President Catherine 
Woodcock was presiding. 

 


